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Kindergarten: 

First Grade: 

The kindergarten classes woke up February with a PJ and Pancake Day. The students learned the process 

of making pancakes and practiced telling a story with a beginning, middle, and end. Having woken up for 

the month, we moved on to writing friendly letters. We learned about the opening, body, and closing of a 

letter. We even learned what P.S. means. President’s Day lent itself to our lessons on money 

and learning about coins. Of course the highlight of the month was our Valentine Program 

and party. We practiced for many days learning the songs and learning how to get up and 

down from the risers. It was a fabulous performance and the audience loved it! 

First graders love learning about Groundhog Day and eagerly await the groundhog's prediction. This year 

Groundhog Phil saw his shadow and that meant we were in store for 6 more weeks of Winter. Who would 

have thought a groundhog could be so right? February was one snowy month! Despite all of our snow days 

and delayed openings, first grade was very busy learning and having fun.   

 

We were sad to see our visit to Japan come to an end. Our final lesson was a visit to a "Japanese Tea 

House". In our classrooms, the first graders were served green tea and cookies as they took part in the 

customs of a Japanese Tea Ceremony. Japan was a wonderful unit that was enjoyed by all. We will soon be 

packing our bags for Africa! 

 

Due to the snow, we had to delay our painting of the rainforest. Please stay tuned for 

a rescheduled date. In the meantime, the children have been learning all about the 

rainforest. We are thankful to the PTO for providing us with a fabulous assembly 

from the Philadelphia Zoo. The children were amazed to see "The Zoo on Wheels" 

and learn all about the rainforest animals. After the assembly, we presented the zoo 

with a check from our bake sale profits. With the money raised, our first grade 

adopted a hippo! We will have a chance to visit our adopted friend when we take our 

final field trip to the Philadelphia Zoo in June.    

 

February is Dental Health month. Our district's dental hygienist, Mrs. Forlano, visited each classroom 

to teach the children about the importance of dental health. Following her lesson, every child was given a 

new toothbrush so that they could practice what they learned.   

 

And that's not all . . . February also brought us Valentine's Day. Although our parties were a few days late 

due to the snow, the children still had a LOVELY time celebrating. Thank you to our helpful homeroom 

parents who provided us with such great parties.   

 

Looking forward to the month of March and SPRING! 



Third Grade: 

Second Grade: 
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There is only one word to describe February . . . snowy! Well, maybe we could add cold and icy to 

complete the list. Despite missing so many days due to the weather, second graders participated in many 

enjoyable activities. We decorated our doors with Valentines describing what we 

love about VFE. This was in conjunction with Pride Day. Students wrote about 

what love means to them. You can read their touching essays in the second grade 

hallway. We all enjoyed the Valentine's Day parties. Maybe they were even better 

because we had to wait a little longer for them! Thanks to all the volunteers who 

made them so fun and delicious! Biographies of President Washington and 

President Lincoln were read this month. Then students wrote about what they would do if they were 

president. The theme in reading is Election Day which connects perfectly to this study. The comprehension 

strategy on which we are focusing is making text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-world connections with 

what we read. The goal of recent science lessons has been for students to understand the difference 

between chemical and physical reactions. The permission slip for our trip on March 25th to the Franklin 

Institute will be coming home soon. Let's hope the next time you read a second grade newsletter, it will be 

warm and sunny! Come on spring! 

February was filled with snow, snow, snow! However the days we were at school, VFE third graders 

made the most of it! The students were busy wrapping up our Land and Water science unit which fit in 

quiet nicely with the way snow and water was affecting the land around us! 

 

Students also worked hard this month on our Theme 8 reading unit. This unit focused on practicing how 

to pick out important information vs. interesting information. We also continued to work on writing 

concepts and cursive handwriting. 

 

Special activities this month included our Valentine's Day party and a visit from the 

Harlem Wizards Basketball Team. This assembly promoted working hard and helping 

your school be a better place through your daily actions. It also got the students excited 

for the upcoming March 21st FLITE basketball fundraiser which will feature Tredyffrin/

Easttown teachers vs. the Harlem Wizards. This should be a fun community event!  

 

We look forward to a new month filled with exciting learning opportunities and fun activities! 
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We started off the first two weeks of school with too much snow but we did get some learning done. We 

want to thank all of the parent volunteers who helped make our classroom Valentine’s Day Parties a huge 

success. The students, faculty, and the parents all seemed to have a wonderful time.  

 

The 4th graders started P.A.L. (Personal Achievement in Learning) and we are excited for this 

new learning experience. The students have six weeks to research and develop a presentation 

about their chosen topics.   

 

We would like to thank the Harlem Wizards for stopping by and getting us excited about the Basketball 

fundraiser that will be sponsored by FLITE on March 21st.   

 



Page 4 

Music 

We’ve been having lots of fun in music this month! Here are just some of the things we 

have been doing and learning…  

 

The Kindergarteners did a wonderful job singing for the Valentine’s/President’s Day Concert on February 

17! Now we are learning to become active music listeners by identifying and moving to long and short 

sounds in music. 

 

Since the 1st graders have been learning about Japan in their classrooms this year, we have been listening 

to various Japanese instruments and singing Japanese folk songs in music class! Rhythmically, we have 

been learning to read, write, and play quarter notes and eighth notes. 

 

In 2nd grade, we have been studying the life of the great composer, Ludwig Van Beethoven. We have been 

learning that despite the obstacle of his deafness, he was able to write innovative music and become one 

of the most influential composers of our music today! 

 

Our 3rd graders began the recorders in January! We have been talking about how to produce a proper 

sound and play together as a group. We are beginning to read notes on the musical staff, and we will 

continue to add more notes over the next few months. 

 

The 4th graders have been learning about musical form, in particular rondo form. Form in music can help 

the music listener better understand the music they hear and helps to find patterns within a piece of music. 

The 4th graders are also preparing to perform the 4th Grade Spring Show, An American Dream! The show 

incorporates a variety of songs about the foundations of our country, and parallels the 4th grade Social 

Studies curriculum. The show will be on April 3, 2014. 

 

The band, orchestra, and chorus have been working hard to prepare for the Spring Concert on May 8th. 

The 4th grade band and orchestra will also be going on a field trip to the Kimmel Center on March 4th to 

see the Philadelphia Orchestra perform! This is a great opportunity for students to hear their instruments 

played by professionals in a beautiful concert hall! 

Special & Support Area Updates  


